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Communications Academy - April 13/14, 2019

Two day training seminar on various aspects of
emergency communications. This year’s theme
will be “Communications Response to Cata-
strophic Events” .South Seattle College, 6000
16th Ave. SW, Seattle, 98106. Join Centralia
ARES as we once again display our team’s com-
munications vans on site.

Recently, the ARES team conducted it’s
fourth communications van orientation and
driving class. The training session covered
pre-drive items such as unplugging the

W shore power and battery tender, knowing
how to open and close the fire station doors
and diesel engine start up procedures fol-

http://commacademy.org/ lowed by a drive session.

Inside, the orientation becomes a little
more complicated when introduced to the
various communications systems. These
include a Vhfradio and CB in the driver’s
cab, multiple Vhf/Uhf radios in the comm
bay as well as the HF radio and antenna
controls, scanner, fire radios, HT’s and
computer.

SeaPac - ARRL Northwestern Division Con-
vention. - May 31, June 1-2, 2019

The Northwest’s Largest Ham Convention held
annually at the Seaside Convention Center, 415
First Ave., Seaside, Oregon, 97138

http://www.seapac.org/

If all that were not enough, all team mem-

.  bers need to know where to find the heli-
Field Day 2019 - June 22-23, 2019 g 9| copter landing zone kit, alternate HF anten-
The annual ARES field communications exercise — nas, poles and cables, the first aid kit, tool
held the 4th full weekend in June. Lewis County | John. ADOKT and Frank, KF7RSIyit, and of course, the coffee pot.

ARES and the Chehalis Valley Amateur Radio going over Comm IU’s pre-drive In April and M i1l be conducti
Society will join Centralia ARES to conduct a check list. n April andMay, we will be conducting

full scale field o ‘e in B " several field exercises designed to create
'sca ¢ HElE €O ur'n'catlons Ul “hands on” practice with the vans and all their components. While not hard to
designed to test our ability to react “when all else

6" operate, being familiar with both vans certainly makes them easier to operate.
Joils™ . Thanks to those who attended this orientation session.

. Our vans, Comm II and Comm III, are
Comm II and III Get Their Annual headed once again to the 2019 Communi-

Maintenance Checks Before Heading | cations Academy in April so it’s time for a [i§

To The Communications Academy | visit to the City Shop for their annual
maintenance inspection.

Each year at the Comm Academy, a display of emergency communications vehicles is held [
on Saturday. There are big rigs and then there are very expensive rigs but there are only a
few communications vehicles our size. We don’t mind, however, because our comm vans
seem to get more visitors than all the other rigs put together. Those that visit us are amazed
at what we have done. We smile, answer a thousand questions, and are always pleased with
the day. This week, the shop will change the oil, give the vans the once over, fix a couple of
minor issues and send them back home to us. We’re happy. Thanks Matt and Terry.



Nighttime Helicopter Landing Zone Training

February’s ARES training exercise was out of our normal comfort zone.
It was dark and it was cold, with temperatures hovering around 23 de-
grees, but the recent snow was now gone and it seemed like the perfect
night to conduct a nighttime helicopter landing zone training exercise.

@l Instead of using one of the team’s designated landing zones (LZ), we
d decided to establish a “make shift” LZ on a gravel parking lot in the
downtown area. Surrounded by lots of potential dangers to a helicopter
attempting to land, it was a perfect opportunity to test the team’s ability
to prepare a pilot briefing.

For tonight’s exercise, Skip, KIHEK was in charge of the ARES van,
Comm III. Safely parked on the east side of the landing zone, the next
step was to bring all the necessary radios on line. We conducted a radio
test with Lewis County Central dispatch using the REDNET frequency
normally used for helicopter operations. With everything working well,
it was time to set out the landing zone. Four orange traffic cones with
flashing lights were set up to create a 100 x 100 ft. landing area. Once
the GPS coordinates had been determined, it was time to prepare a pilot
briefing.

The LZ was a difficult one with street lights on three sides and overhead
power wires to the north. An eight story building a block away to the
south and a four story church the same distance away to the east made
the LZ tight but thankfully winds were negligible this evening.

Since this was only an exercise and no actual helicopter would be arriv-
Comm III Set Up For Helicopter Landing Zone Operations | ing, we gathered all the necessary info for a pilot briefing and retreated
to the warmth of the EOC where we completed and practiced the pilot briefing. The ARES team has never been asked to set up an
LZ for a nighttime medical evacuation but it could happen. Being prepared ahead of time is still the responsible thing to do.

Hamshack Hotline Phones Added to EOC and ECC

Hamshack Hotline (HH) has caught on dramatically with our ARES team over the past few
months. For those who don’t have one as yet, Hamshack Hotline is a free VOIP telecom ser-
vice for the ham community. While HH is designed to augment normal ham radio comm sys-
tems normally carried over radio, our team has begun to use it for alert notifications, group
calls, and messaging. HH uses a simple phone (shown at right) that can be purchased from
Paul, KE7PCB for $25. Once in the system, you receive a personal four digit phone number
and have access to the other Centralia ARES team members numbers as well.

In late February, we also installed a Hamshack Hotline phone in the Centralia EOC and the
Riverside Fire ECC which will allow instant and private communications between the two cen-
ters. Currently 16 ARES team members have the HH phones, but the alert / deployment capa-
bility would be most helpful if every team member was accessible. If you need more infor-
mation, contact Paul, KE7PCB or go to the HH site at http://hamshackhotline.com.

RFA Donates Fire Trucks to ARES Team

In a surprise move, Centralia ARES was notified on April 1st, of RFA’s
plan to donate the entire fire department fleet to our communications
team. The ARES team originally asked that RFA donate their small,
emergency response Kubota since it obviously wasn’t being used
enough. Riverside Fire Chief Mike Kytta said he couldn’t live without
that piece of equipment. In an expansive mood, however, he agreed we
were an indispensable asset to the community and donated three fire
trucks to our team. (Sorry! It’s near April 1st and I just had to do it).




