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What is Design Review?

Referral of a property owner’s plans for renovation to the City of Centralia Historic
Preservation Commission by the Building and Land Use Division triggers the design review
process. The Commission’s task is to ensure that the renovation work is consistent with the
building’s historic character and appearance. The commission reviews all proposed changes
to the exteriors of such properties, whether they are commercial or residential. The process
encourages the preservation of the building while recognizing that its use may change.

Secretary of the Interior’s The Commission uses the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for

Standards for the Treatment of

R e Rehabilitation as a guide. The Standards are designed to preserve

features of a property significant to its historic, architectural and
cultural values. Such features include, but are not limited to siding,
windows, entryways, porches, balconies, chimneys, colors,
ornamentation and roof treatments. Design review strives to find

reasonable solutions, taking into account current building code, and

other factors. Commission discussions often assist the applicant in working through
preservation and permitting issues.

What do the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation Say?

There are 10 basic guidelines:
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Make use of the property for its historic purpose or introduce a new use
preserving the defining elements of the building, site and environment with
minimal changes.

Retain and preserve the property’s historic character. Materials, features, or
spaces that reflect the property’s character should be retained.

Recognize the property for its place in time. A false sense of history should not
be created.

Retain and preserve significant changes that occurred over time.

Preserve distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques.

Repair rather than replace deteriorated historic materials and features where
possible. Match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and
materials.

Surface clean structures using the gentlest means possible. Do not sandblast.
Preserve and protect archaeological resources. Mitigate the effects of any
necessary changes.

Keep new additions compatible with the building’s historic character. New work
should not damage the old, but size, mass, scale, and architectural features should
be compatible.

New construction shall be done so that it can be removed in the future so the
essential form and integrity of the property can be restored.
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Retention of original design features is important. Examples of appropriate material for an
historic house: wood windows, clapboard, or wood siding, natural stone, and masonry
chimneys. Each project is unique. The Commission is available to help identify solutions.

Can I build an addition on my historic building?

Yes. The Commission needs to review designs to ensure that an addition will be compatible
with the historic structure. Staff is available to help.

Are there financial benefits for following the guidelines?

Yes. The Special Tax Valuation program abates property taxes on the value of qualifying
improvements for ten years. Rehabilitation costs must be at least 25% of the building’s
assessed value and all work must be completed within 24 months in accordance with
Commission requirements and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. Other tax credits
may also be available. Call us.

What is the City of Centralia Historic Register?

Individual properties and buildings are listed on the City of Centralia Historic Register for
their architecture or history. Buildings and sites may be placed on the register after review
by the City of Centralia Historic Preservation Commission. A private building may be
designated at the request of the property owner. A designation remains with the structure
unless its demolition is authorized.

Historic properties reflect the City’s history, growth, and development. To preserve that
history the Centralia City Council created the Historic Preservation Commission in 1986.
The Commission reviews changes to historic properties and makes recommendations to the
City Council on registering properties.

A complete list of the City of Centralia historic properties
is available online at xxx

Want more information?

The Commission is here to help. Contact The City of
Centralia (360) 330-7662.



http://www.co.pierce.wa.us/pc/services/home/property/pals/other/pcreg.htm

