Parks, Recreation, Trails, & Open Space Plan

APPENDIX C: COMMUNITY FEEDBACK




2019/2020 Centralia Parks Plan Survey Results — 231 people responded to the survey

Do you live in Centralia? Do you own or rent your residence?
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How many school-aged children do you have?
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Approximately how often did you or members of your
household use the Borst Park trail system during the past
12 months?
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None

Afewtimes peryear At least one time per
during the summer year
months

Atleastonce aweek  Atleast 2 times per
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Which one of the following statements best describes
how you feel park and recreation programs and facilities

should be funded?
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Mostly (over 50%) from tax Mostly (over 50%) from user 100% from taxes- nofees 100% from user fees
dollars and some from user  fees and some from tax should be charged to use
fees dollars recreation facilities and

programs
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Regarding community kitchens (rentals), should Centralia
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Did you or any members of your household drive through Have you or a member of your household visited the
the Borst Park Christmas nght dlsplay in December of 20187 Borst Home or Borst homesteadin the last year?
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Should the City of Centralia construct a larger splash If the City constructs a larger splash pad where should it
pad? be located?
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Have you or a family member hiked the trails on
Seminary Hill?
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In your opinion, what age group is most under-served by

the current parks and recreation services?

il

Under 5 years 5-18 years 19-24 years 25-64 years

65+ years
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http://www.chronline.com/news/centralia-conducts-survey-to-field-public-opinion-about-an-
updated/article_7658ad8c-0beb-11ea-a807-cfaf9e70f2a0.html

Centralia Conducts Survey to Field
Public Opinion About an Updated Parks
and Recreation Plan

By Celene Fitzgerald / cfitzgerald@chronline.com Nov 20, 2019

Ducks swim at Fort Borst Park Wednesday morning. - ' Buy Now |
Jared Wenzelburger / jwenzelburger@chronline.com ‘ S

The City of Centralia is conducting a survey to gather input from the public on the 2019/2020 Parks and
Recreation plan.

Questions ask how safe residents feel in Centralia parks and how they feel public parks should be
funded. The city is updating their Parks and Recreation Plan and the goals of the survey is to field
information from the public that will help the city establish goals and priorities when it comes to park
projects.
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Emil Pierson, the Community Development director for the City of Centralia, said “the updated plan will
establish a road map for providing high quality, community-driven parks, trails, open space and
recreation facilities throughout Centralia.”
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521 Adams Ave. Morton | 360-4956-5112

Pierson said that the updated Parks and Recreation plan will guide the City of Centralia and their
decisions for the next 20 years. The last parks and recreation survey was conducted in 2014 and new
questions and topics have been added including: the outdoor pool, seeing for picnic shelters, and
rentable kitchen spaces. The very last question on the survey is also new which asks, “who do you see
as the underserved and overserved populations?”

“We don’t know the desires of the silent majority so we would love to hear from them,” said Pierson to
encourage the citizens of Centralia to take the survey. :

“We would love people of all ages to fill out the survey. Parents help your kids fill it out. School-age kids
please fill it out. We would like every segment of the population to comment on it so we can very well-
rounded feedback from the citizens of Centralia,” said Pierson. The survey asks about trail systems,
picnic shelters, playgrounds, restrooms, and ballfields. Pierson said that playgrounds seem to be the
number one thing that people focus on and that the city council acknowledges that.

The current Parks and Recreation plan can be found on the City of Centralia’s website and the updated
one will be very similar and use the same format. The survey will help the city to know what the public
would like to focus on or change.

~ The survey can be found on the city of Centralia’s website or Facebook-page or at this link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P2LDK87. The city encourages all citizens to take and to pass it along
to others who may be interested in taking it. The more information the City of Centralia.can gather the
better they are able to reflect the concerns and desires of the citizens in the Parks & Recreation plan
‘update. The survey will be open to the public until Monday, Dec 2.

109

109



110

110



111

111



112

112



113

113



Listening Session for the Hispanic Community — December 5, 2023

5 participants

Please tell us about your experience visiting Centralia’s parks. Which parks do you use and how?

Borst Park very popular with Hispanic Community
o they call it “Batos Park” —Spanish word for duck
o Jogging, biking the trail
o Rental facilities are affordable

Seminary Hill — jogging in summer

Schafer Park —refer to as “Mexican Park”

Discovery Trail

Cedar St — kids want to play basketball there

How do you think Centralia can make our parks better?

Grills
Basketball for teenagers
More things for teenagers
o More exercise equipment
o recreation
Repair Riverside playground
Ask school kids
Big pole so kids can play games
Climbing equipment
Be more strict about rules (smoking, drinking, drugs, dogs on leashes)
Indoor pool is too expensive (S5 per kid)
More for kids with disabilities
More trails
More signage in Spanish at parks and playgrounds

One of the things Centralia is trying to work on is creating neighborhood activity hubs. These are

places within each neighborhood for people to connect and engage outside of the home - examples

could include a park, a community garden, a coffee shop, a little restaurant or food cart — these
activity hubs may look different in every neighborhood. Although this vision will take decades to
come to life, we are talking to community members about it now to see if people think we should
work on making this easier to do. Would you be interested in having something like this in your
neighborhood? What should the City be thinking of as we develop a long-term plan to create
neighborhood activity hubs?

Love the idea of neighborhood activity hubs — places for people to come together
Why have drinking fountains disappeared?

Water for pets

More trees, more shad with benches and tables
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