WHAT IS STORM WATER?

In general terms, stormwater is rainfall or snow

melt that flows over the ground. Impervious surfaces
such as rooftops, driveways, sidewalks, and streets
prevent stormwater runoff from naturally soaking
into the ground. Stormwater runoff can pick up
pollutants such as fertilizers, pesticides, animal waste,
debris, and oil and other other toxins. This untreated
runoff flows into storm drains and eventually reaches
streams, rivers, lakes, and oceans.

THE CHEHALIS RIVER BASIN
WATERSHED

The City of Centralia lies within the Chehalis River Basin
Watershed. A watershed is the region draining into a river
system, or other body of water. In this case, the receiving
waters are the Chehalis River.

STORMWATER AND THE CITY OF
CENTRALIA

The City of Centralia has developed a comprehensive
Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP), outlining
the City’s efforts to prevent stormwater pollution

and minimize runoff. Generally, the SWMP has

five components: public education, public outreach,
involvement in the formation of an illicit dumping
elimination program, modified regulations for new and
redevelopment and construction, as well as a pollution
prevention program to be implemented within City
operations. Currently, the City is responsible for the
maintenance of 22 miles of storm pipes, 2,115 catch
basins, dry wells and manholes.

Centralia’s unique location on the banks of the Chehalis

River makes it extremely important that stormwater runoff

be adequately treated and discharged in the cleanest form
possible. The Chehalis River is not only comprised of the

water that runs between its banks, but also of all the water

that enters from the communities that line its shores.

STORM WATER INFORMATION

Working together the City of Centralia and its community
can improve the quality of our valuable water resources,
ensuring availability for future generations.

WHAT IS AN ILLICIT DISCHARGE?

An illicit discharge is defined as “any discharge
into a municipal storm sewer system that is not
composed entirely of stormwater.” Some of the
pollutants that fall into this category are:

® Car wash wastewater

® Gas and motor oil

e Kitchen grease/oil

® Household cleansers

® Paints

® Pesticides

® Solvents

® Vehicle Spills

® Weed Killers

FEDERAL REGULATIONS

Stormwater controls began with the Federal Clean
Water Act (CWA), originally drafted in 1972, for
which the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

is directly responsible. The intent of the Clean Water
Act is to restore all “water of the United States” to
“fishable” and “swimmable” conditions. Under this act,
all discharges require a National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Changes made
to the CWA by Congress in 1987 required that all
municipalities apply for NPDES permits.

The permitting process was divided in two parts, Phase

I and Phase II. Phase I applies to municipalities of more
than 100,000 people. Phase II requirements apply to all
municipalities, industrial dischargers, construction sited
on one acte or more and other large property owners. The
State of Washington is one of the last states to comply
with Federal Phase II requirements.

In order to comply with Western Washington Municipal
Stormwater Permit requirements, the City of Centralia
will undergo several economic, infrastructural, personnel,
and organizational adjustments in the near future.

All of Centralia’s stormwater, running through pipes,
ditches, and ponds, will now be managed according
to the requirements of the permit, which was issued
to the City of Centralia in February 2007. A full
copy of the permit is available upon request from
the Centralia Utilities Office or available on the City’s
website at http://www.centraliaguide.com/centralia
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ACTIONS

In addition to structural Best Management Practices
(BMP) non-structural BMP’s are everyday actions or
behaviors that can help improve water quality.
® Never put anything into the storm
drain, drainage ditch, or creek.
® Always clean up after your pet.
o Use fertilizers and pesticides only when
needed and apply the correct amounts.
® Dispose of leaves, grass clippings
and other yard waste properly.
o Throw litter in the trash. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.
® Recycle motor oil, antifreeze, and other auto fluids
at an auto parts store or the county landfill.
® Wash your vebicle on the grass or take it
to a commercial car wash.
o Check your vehicle for leaks and repair them.
o Tell a friend or neighbor how they can help
protect our waterways too!

WHY SHOULD | HAVE TO PAY?

The stormwater fee is a City user fee that property owners
in the City support. Since all stormwater runoff comes
from real property, each property owner in the City pays
their “fair share” to plan, construct, maintain, test for
pollutants, and operate the city-wide stormwater system.

The stormwater drainage system is designed for

the entire City, from swales, drainage right-of-ways,
canals, retention ponds, lakes, and waterways.
Everyone who lives in the City of Centralia benefits
when the stormwater system is well managed.

The entire system is constructed and maintained
for the benefit of all Centralia residents. You may
not have a problem on your property or in your
neighborhood, but the runoff from your property
and your neighbors’ property contributes

to the City’s overall stormwater system.

WHAT CAN 1 DO TO HELP?

If you observe stormwater runoff pollution occurring, such
as dirty water leaving a construction site, dumping trash or
chemicals into our drainage system, raw sewage discharges
or other environmental concerns, please call the City of
Centralia Utilities at 360-330-7512.
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